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Rationale

Our Religious Education Policy is set to repect the current legislation and advice from the L.E.A. It is based on The
Education Reform Act (1988) which requires a school to have a balanced and broadly based curriculum which:

C promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of the students at the school and of
society;
and

C prepares such students for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life.

Religious Education is included in the basic curriculum by law and is part of every studentis entitlement. It has a
signiycant contribution to make to the educational experiences of every student.

Purposes

Religious Education is concerned with distinctive ways in which human beings express their

understanding and experiences of life. It seeks to contribute to the development of a studentis own beliefs and values
and to bring students to a knowledge and understanding of religion

This is achieved by assisting students to repect on those aspects of human experience which give rise to fundamental

guestions about life, develop a sensitivity to spiritual/religious interpretations of human experience, and to study
Christianity and the principal religions represented in Britain

Broad Guidelines

=

Religious Education will be conducted in accordance with the Torbay Agreed Syllabus

2. It will repect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, whilst taking account of
the teaching and practices of the other principal religions represented in Great Britain

3. Religious Education is non-denominational but can include the study of denominations and contemporary religious
belief and practice

4. Parents have the right to withdraw their children from Religious Education. All applications should be made in
writing to the Headteacher. When parents exercise this right they should ask, where appropriate, the leader of
their own belief system for guidance and for work to be done in lesson time. Students should not use this time to
do homework. A register of those who wish to be withdrawn will be maintained by the Curriculum Team Leader/
Religious Education.

5. The legal responsibility for the provision of Religious Education extends beyond the Local Education Authority to

rest with the Governors and the Headteacher.

Aims
1. To ensure that all students receive their legal entitlement.
2. To ensure the operation of equal opportunities within Religious Education for all students of the School.

Conclusions

All students of the School will participate in Religious Education lessons unless their parents speciycally request
otherwise. All lessons follow the guidelines in the Torbay Agreed Syllabus.



