
Westlands School and Technology College
ósuccess and excellence for all in a caring communityô

Revision History:

ADOPTED:     June 1998   
REVISED: 4th October 1999
REVIEWED: October 2000
REVIEWED: October 2001
REVIEWED: September 2002
REVIEWED: September 2003
REVIEWED: September 2004

Literacy Policy



Rationale

Our Literacy Policy is set to reþ ect the philosophy that literacy unites a vairety of skills in which all students at Westlands 
should experience success.  Literacy encompasses reading, writing, speaking, listening, understanding the written and 
spoken word, accessesing and composing texts as well as interpretation. It is not just about dealing with spelling and 
reading, but is a much wider concept of English issues.  Signiý cantly, Literacy is not only the acquisition of Literacy skills 
but, more importantly, the application of those skills.  Progression in Literacy is usually marked by the increasing level 
of complexity of the nature of the task to which the skills are applied.  Literacy is therefore a set of skills which range 
across all subject areas of the School 

PurposesPurposes

1. To ensure that maximum coný dence for all students in their use of Literacy skills and concepts
2. To encourage the appropriate application of Literacy skills by all students.
3. To assist students in maximising their access to all area of the Schoolôs curriculum and life. 

Broad Guidelines

1. Westlands will continue to ensure that it students experience as wide an application as possible of Literacy skills 
so that they may read and write with coný dence, þ uency and understanding.  

2. All members of staff will be responsible for ensuring that the application of Literacy skills is appropriately handled 
to their speciý c subject discipline.  Specialists assistance can be sought from the English Department staff.

3. The delivery of subject Schemes of Work by specialist staff will take cognisance of the Literacy content, 
encouraging and fostering an approach which ensures students experience the application of Literacy within an 
appropriate setting.

4. The relationship of Schemes of Work to the world of work will include the relevance of Literacy, and as such 
Westlandsô staff will encourage students to be able to transfer their skills from and to the specialists English 
learning environment.

5. Literacy, whilst not a subject in its own right, can be seen as a servant subject which enables the understanding 
of many specialist areas of study, and as such Westlands will foster links between departments to ensure close 
liaison between the English Department and other subject areas.

6. The English Department will seek to co-operate to the fullest extent with the delivery of speciý c Literacy skills to 
the appropriate year groups to facilitate learning in other subject areas.

7. Where students struggle to achieve the required level of Literacy, sympathetic understanding must be given.  
Support to overcome the difý culty and contact with the English and Supportive Education Departments will 
assist the student to maximise their time in Westlands.

8. A programme of literacy skills development will be undertaken in Year 7 (1999) and overseen by a Literacy Co-
ordinator.  This programme will be extended through the School in subsequent years.

Aims

1. To improve the Literacy skills of all Westlandsô students.
2. To improve the standard of Literacy knowledge and understanding for all students.

Conclusions

At Westlands we cater for all abilities and as such the need to ensure the relevant practical applications of situations 
is very important.  Indeed the use of practical applications and their reinforcement from as wide a context as possible 
should be available to all students.  The development of good links between the English Department and other subject 
area within the School can do much for the experience of its students.


