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Rationale

Our Internet Use Policy is set to reflect the conditions set down by the Government and Torbay LEA in the use of the
National Grid for Learning funding as well as supporting a positive approach for student and staff access to the potential
of ICT within the School. The existence of this policy is the School’s attempt to ensure that students can make use of
a very important learning tool under controlled conditions.

Purposes

1.

2.

3.

To ensure that students are able to access suitable material via the Internet
To allow students and staff to use the Internet to its full potential for their work and education

To provide a facility which will enhance the efficient running of the School

Broad Guidelines

3.

Westlands will use its best endeavours to ensure that students and staff have access to the Internet for learning
and administrative tasks.

Students will be encouraged to access the Internet for educational purposes and the School will both filter and
monitor the web sites which students and staff can access.

As far as is practically possible, all information, sounds and images unsuitable for student usage will be blocked
from the network by the use of filter and monitoring processes.

The School will provide Internet access as a freely available service to both students and staff.
Nobody using the Internet on School equipment should send material covered by the Data Protection Act unless
the web site receiving the information is using a system which ensures the information cannot be read by an

unauthorised third party.

Internet access will, wherever possible, be placed in an area of the School where adult supervision will be
provided

Students will be expected to use the School computer system and Internet access with respect taking
responsibility for their learning and the material which they access.

To protect the students from unsuitable material and to focus them on getting the greatest educational benefit
from use of the Internet.

To ensure against breaching the Data Protection Act by the School.

To allow full and easy use of the Internet by the whole school community as part of their work and studies

Conclusions

The Internet is a key resource for the students at Westlands and it should be available to all. To enable students
to benefit from the wealth of good web sites and the learning of key ICT skills, access to unsuitable material will be
eliminated by the endeavours of all staff in the School. Visual controls on Internet usage will be encouraged.



