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Rationale

Our Information Technology (IT) Policy is set to repect current National Curriculum requirements for its delivery to
schools. It should be read in conjunction with those conditions and the documentation published by external bodies
concerning this area of the curriculum. The principle of this policy is that IT should be available to all students in as many
academic areas as possible. It is intended that the use of IT should support all aspects of school life for students and
staff alike.

Purposes

1. To ensure that the National Curriculum for IT is met

2. To ensure that students receive an appreciation of the use of IT within the physical limits imposed and the
vnancial constraints on the School.

Broad Guidelines

1. An IT committee should be established under the chair of the IT co-ordinator.

2. The purpose of this committee should be to ensure the delivery of IT in accordance with the National Curriculum
and it should, through its cross curricular representation, also ensure that departments are aware of their
responsibility to deliver IT to students.

3. The IT Co-ordinator, in consultation with the department representative and Head of Department, will ensure
that IT is used in relevance to the academic subject areas.

4. Individual departments will be required to reach agreement and draw up a contract indicating the areas of IT that
they will speciycally deliver to the students. These contracts will indicate the year group, topic of delivery and
the speciyc IT skill to be covered.

5. The IT Committee will negotiate these with departments to ensure that the National Curriculum requirements
are met throughout the School.

6. The teaching of skills in IT are often best delivered to a whole class and the School will seek to ensure that there
is a skills base available for student and class usage.

7. Individual subjects will offer the use of IT as resources permit and option subjects will be run in years 10
onwards.
8. The Schoolis IT resources are expensive and as such maximum use of them will be encouraged including

usage outside of lesson times.

9. The School will seek to develop the use of IT whenever and wherever it can to ensure that its students and staff
gain maximum advantage within the learning environment of these valuable tools.

10. Students should at all times be made aware of the suitability of IT for a task. They must recognise that there are
some tasks for which IT is not the solution or an aid to completion

11. The school will continue to encourage the development of software and will actively seek to act as a trial site for
this work.

Aims

1. To foster, develop and increase the use and understanding of IT in all areas of the curriculum.

2. Maximise the use of IT to enhance the learning process.

3. To meet the National Curriculum requirements.

4. To ensure students leaving Westlands School are computer literate.

Conclusions

Westlands students need to be equipped to live in the modern world and the role of IT and computer power speciycally is
increasing. The use of IT to enrich the learning experience is very important and it is the intention of this policy to ensure
that Westlands students remain up-to-date or ahead of the developments occurring in IT and its usage.



