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Homework Policy



Rationale

Our Homework Policy is set to reþ ect the integral nature of Homework to the learning process.  Homework (i.e. 
study undertaken outside the normal school day) should be valued as an essential and important part of the 
students educational experience.  It should seek to complement the learning taking place within the classroom 
and a positive attitude must be encouraged that facilitates academic progress and fosters an awareness of 
responsibilities for adulthood.

PurposesPurposes

1. To ensure that every student receives a positive experience from Homework.    
2. To encourage students to take responsibility for their learning and encourage them to manage this 

process. 
3. Homework is often a necessity to ensure that course criteria are met and as such forms an integral part 

of the learning process.

Broad Guidelines

1. Homework set at Westlands must be appropriate to the students ability, form an integral part of the 
course and enhance the work being carried out in the classroom.  It can form the basis of consolidation, 
reþ ection or preparation of the work that is undertaken in the classroom.  

2. Homework can come in many and varied forms ranging across written work, oral, aural, research, 
projects, set exercises, creative work, fact gathering and practice work.  By its nature and variety it must 
be carefully controlled.

3. Homework must be regularly set in accordance with the published homework timetable.  It must 
be collected in for the appropriate, timely assessment and follow up by staff.  Students will gain the 
maximum beneý t if this is done regularly and frequently, with constructive comment attributed to the 
work. 

4. The amount of homework set will vary with the subject as will its frequency.  However, as a general guide 
the following minutes per subject per week should apply: Years 7 & 8 - 45 minutes;  Year 9 - 60 minutes;  
Year 10 & 11 - 90 minutes and the Sixth Form 180 to 240 minutes.  The level may vary for speciý c 
reasons.  It should be noted that Government guidance published in 1998 indicated Years 7 and 8 - 45 
to 90 minutes;  Year 9 - 60 to 120 minutes and Years 10 and 11 - 90 to 150 minutes.

5. Homework should be differentiated to meet the needs of the students for whom it is set and can involve 
a wide variety of activities and resources.

6. To enable the management of Homework students must be encouraged to write their homework in their 
Homework diaries/student planner..  These form an important link with the studentsô home and should 
be checked by staff regularly.

7. Homework should never be seen as a punishment and students should not be overloaded with work.  
However, students must be encouraged to get into the habit of handing Homework in on time and this 
should be a study skill that all students need to gain from an early age.

Aims

1. To ensure that all students receive Homework appropriate to their needs on a regular basis.
2. To enrich, reinforce and develop the classroom work of the School.
3. To involve parents in the learning process.

Conclusions

Westlands prides itself on its academic achievements and Homework forms an integral part of this success.    
The contact that Homework establishes with parents is important to the School and the need for rigour and 
careful monitoring of Homework must always be borne in mind.  The importance of Homework must be reþ ected 
in Department schemes of work and Handbooks.


