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Collective Worship Policy



Rationale

Our Collective Worship Policy is set to reþ ect the current legislation and statutory requirements of various education 
acts.  It seeks to ensure the requirements are met while operating within the constraints imposed by the physical 
limitations of the Schools buildings.  

PurposesPurposes

1. To ensure that every student is involved in a Collective Act of Worship in accordance with the current 
legislation.  

2. To enable staff to take part in a Collective Act of Worship without feeling that their religious beliefs are threatened 
or challenged.

3. To allow a broad and balanced approach to the deliver of a Collective Act of Worship.

Broad Guidelines

1. Students will take part in collective assemblies on a daily basis where space permits.  

2. This daily collective act of worship will be of a broadly Christian nature and include an element of reþ ection by 
the individual student within the group situation.

3. Where a year group cannot be gathered together on a daily basis the form tutor will undertake a collective act 
of worship using material provided by the School.

4. The School will follow the booklet ñThought for the Dayò as provided by the Secondary Headteachersô 
Association which reþ ects the requirements of legislation to provide a broadly Christian type of collective 
worship.  Alternative material will also be used which has been produced by the individual Pastoral Teams.

5. Tutors and assembly takers will follow the theme for the day in relation to the material used to above and may 
develop the theme in anyway that is both reasonable and acceptable to them.  However, time for reþ ection must 
also be encouraged for all students.  A record of the themes of the assemblies will be retained.

6. If a parent wishes to exercise their right to withdraw a student from this act of worship, they must make their wish 
known, in writing, to the Headteacher, who will pass the request to the Governing Body for their consideration.  
If the request is upheld, the individual student will be expected to undertake additional academic study during 
the time they would have undertaken the Collective Act of Worship.

Aims

1. To ensure that students of Westlands experience a daily collective act of worship that includes reþ ection and 
thought provocation.

2. To ensure the operation of equal opportunity for all students of the School.

Conclusions

Accommodation constraints place restrictions on Westlandsô ability to deliver a whole school collective act of worship in 
one place at one time.  Thus this policy enables the educational legislation to be satisý ed with the students undertaking a 
meaningful experience.  It does require the staff of the School to undertake the delivery of the collective act of worship in 
small groups and, as such, places the onus on more staff than would otherwise be expected in other schools, to deliver 
this policy.


