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Rationale

Our Policy for Able and Talented Students is set to identify such students and to put in place an appropriate and
challenging curriculum, as well as giving consideration to the personal, social and emotional development of these
students. Such considerations yt into Westlands School and Technology College general aims and into the School
philosophy of iSuccess for All in a Caring Environmento.

Aims

1. To identify such students, recognising their earlier attainment and progress and provide an appropriate and
challenging curriculum to ensure students achievements match their ability.

2. Work at higher cognitive levels which will be researched for the beneyt of these students.

3. Identify and recognise studentis speciyc skills and/or abilities with opportunities to develop these.

4. Aside from academic skills, consideration will be given to the whole child, social and intellectual.

Broad Guidelines

1. The school recognises that able and talented children may require speciyc setting, apart from the normal school
sets. Speciyc subjects may offer special classes, eg, maths extension groups or writers groups.

2. Teachers may require training and/or support in order to offer guidance to students and differentiated work.
3. Acceleration of learning may be used under the following circumstances:

v When there is no pressure to accelerate

1 The student is in the top 2% of intelligence

1 The student is advanced in the subject area

v Student, parents and teachers are positive about it

1 Subject speciyc acceleration will be discussed with LEA subject advisors

1 In certain circumstances it may be possible to allow students to work with older students, subject
speciyc, if agreed by students, teacher and parents.

4. A mentor will be appointed for speciyc students to support and guide them.
5. In class approach:

a. Teachers need to use particular strategies to match students learning and to enable them to be come
involved in their work.

b. Able and talented students respond to enrichment and breadth of curriculum

c. Inclusion in their chronological peer group is vital so that they nurture mutual
respect and value others

d. Working with others of like ability should be pexible, but is important in order
to avoid always being the best and to spark ideas and be challenged.

e. Differentiation is important and should include the opportunity to work more quickly through the normal
curriculum and to study in greater depth, with tasks that develop knowledge, once understanding is
assured. Teachers and the school will examine ways of supporting this. Differentiation in homework
is/will also be undertaken, thus ensuring T not just imore of the samed.

6. Responsibility for coordinating and monitoring progress will fall to the Able and Talented Co-ordinator, who will

also liaise with appropriate outside agencies and with parents. Responsibility for able but disaffected students
will also fall the ATCo, who will set up a working group to consider subject and whole school provision.

CONCLUSIONS

Westlands prides itself on being a caring school and the operation of this policy is an extension of this care. The School
will research and offer, where appropriate, enrichment days, after school clubs, extra academic clubs, competitions and
off site opportunities.



